Our Case Number- ABP-318445-23

An
Bord
Plean_éla

Richard and Julia Gorodecky
The Quiet Farm
Coolagurtboy

Cappoquin

Co. Waterford

P51 Wo21

Date: 26 January 2024

Re: Proposed construction of Coumnagappul Wing Farm consisting of 10 no. turbines and associated
infrastructure.

e for public inspection at the offices of the local authority and at the offices of An
Bord Pleanafa when they have been processed by the Board.

More detailed information in relation to strategic infrastructure development can be viewed on the
Board's website: www.pleanala.ie.

If you have any queries in the meantime, please contact the undersigned officer of the Board or email
sids@pleanala.ie quoting the above mentioned An Bord Pleansia reference number in any
correspondence with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

2 A

Niamh Hickey
Executive Officer
Direct Line; 01-8737145

PAD4
Teil Tel (01) 858 8100
Glao Aitiull LoCali 1800 275 175
Facs Fax (01) 872 2684 64 Sraid Maoilbhride 64 Marlborough Street
Léithre4n Gréassin Website wWWw pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 DBubiin 1

Riomhphost Email bord@pleanala,ia Dot vee2 D01 vao2



Richard & Julia Gorodecky
The Quiet Farm
Coolagurtboy

Cappoquin

Co. Waterford

P51 Wg21

The Secretary

An Board Pleansla
64 Marlborough Str
Rotunda

Dublin 1

D01 va02

23 January 2024

An Bord Pleaniia Case Reference: 34 8446 (also listed on pleanalac.ie as
PA93.318446)

Re: Proposed construction of Coumnagappul Wind Farm consisting of 10 no, turbines
and associated infrastructure.

Dear Sir/Madam,

We are submitting an observation online in respect of the above Proposed Development ang
have paid the apprapriate fee for this of €50,

EMPower is wanting to develop the Coumnagappul Wind Farm {of 10 turbines) in an area
that has been classified as a Wind Exclusion Zone by Waterford City & County Council in
its Development Plan 2022-2028. This Development Plan took years in the making and is

County has been divided into three Wing Energy Designation areas when it comes to
locations for wind farm developments: ‘Preferred: ‘Open for Consideration’: and ‘Exclusion’.

The Waterford City & County Council Wind Energy Designation Map states: “The Wind
Energy Designation Map and the Landscape and Seascape Character Assessment Map
identify different landscape character areas and associated landscape sensitivities. These
designations éncompass the concept of buffers between areas of sensitivity which vary
across the different landscape character lypes and their different locations. These buffers
allow for a gradyal change between conlrasting landscape Sensitivities and associated wind
energy designations to be considered, as necessary, when determining an y development
proposal.”


Jonathan Dunne
Line


— means that g developer can attempt to ignore such expertise and can circumnavigate
Waterforg City & County Council itself in the application process.

Itis Understandabie that certain developments heed to be considered at g higher level of
Planning, but this Process should be under exceptional circumstances rather than g loophole
that developers are abusing. For example: if ali of the areas deemed suitable for wind farms
had been taken and there was still 3 need for land-based turbines, the application for g SIp
would seem reascnable ang understandable at this point, but thig is not the case in the
slightest. There is 5 far greater area marked Preferred for wind farm development and Open
fo Consideraﬁon, than Wind Exclusion Zones, And very little of these areas have been

As much as we recognise the need for alternatives to fossil fuels as one of the key
components of fighting climate change, we are thoroughly unconvinced by the motives of

MPower / Coumnagappuf Wind Farm and other wind farms that are planned in Waterford
County's Wind Exclusion Zones, And we do not believe that the developer has sufficient
grounds (if any at all) to place their development in such a zone or hag shown sufficient
evidence that their Proposed location is of more advantage than anywhere else within the
county that is deemed ‘Preferred’ or ‘Open for consideration’,

We therefore ask that An Bord Pleanéla upholqd the Waterforgd City & County Council
Development Plan and refuse planning permission for Coumnagappul Wing Farm. And by
deing, so send out a clear message to developers that prioritising profit over environmental
impact is not g credible solution te tackling climate change.

We thank yoy for your time and consideration and look forward to receiving your
acknowledgement.

Yours faithfully,

Richard Goradecky Julia Gorodecky



